
ELEVATOR SAFETY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

April 27, 2011 
 

LOCATION: MISSSOURI DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY, 205 JEFFERSON STREET, JEFFERSON 
CITY, MO  65102 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT   STAFF PRESENT 
John McNerney    Randy Cole, State Fire Marshal, representing 

   DPS Dir. Britt 
Suzan Mehalko     Greg Carrell, Assistant State Fire Marshal 
Gerri Kielhofner     Larry Watson, Deputy Chief Elevator Safety Unit 
Wilson Winn      Sherry Hunt, Elevator Safety Unit 
Bob Kocher      Vincent Daus, State Elevator Inspector 
Tom Corso      Dan Daniels, State Elevator Inspector  
John Orr      Robin French, State Elevator Inspector   
       Ron Evans, State Elevator Inspector 
       Robert Dawes, State Elevator Inspector 
          
 
        
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT   
J A Marchack 
 
VISITORS 
Justin Decker, Alliance Rehab   Greg Clark, Alliance Rehab 
Mary Beth Johnson, TNC Community  Gary Schuette, Midwest Elevator 
Larry Thayer, Porta Fab    Aaron Buuse, Lawrence Group   
Daryll Yahl, Daryll Yahl & Assoc.    Mike Klema, Kone Inc 
Greg Sacks, Superior Elevator Inspections Scott Bigham, MSHP 
Roger Strope, MSHP     James Harris, B&K Enterprises 
    
        
 
I. OPEN AND WELCOME 
 

Meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM. Introductions were made by all present. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF February 23, 2011 MINUTES 
 

Bob Kocher motioned to accept the February 23, 2011 minutes. John Orr seconded the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

III. VARIANCE REQUEST 1st GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
The location is requesting a variance to not require power doors on platform lift.  State ID: 
20677. 
Suzan Mehalko motioned to deny the variance. Tom Corso seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
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IV. VARIANCE REQUEST B & F ENTERPRISES 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow wiring and clock to remain in the hoistway. State 
ID: 6978, 6981.  
 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance. John Orr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

V. VARIANCE REQUEST BOTHWELL REGIONAL HEALTH CENTER 
 
The location is requesting a variance to allow the installation with 8mm ropes.  State ID: 20622. 
 
John Orr motioned to grant the variance. Tom Corso seconded the motion.  Randy Cole voted 
“Nay”. Motion passed. 
 

VI. VARIANCE REQUEST CHILLICOTHE FIRE STATION 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the installation with a folding handrail on the 
elevator car top.  State ID: 20623. 
 
John Orr motioned to grant the variance to allow the installation with a folding handrail on the 
elevator car top with the following stipulation: add signage in the machine room and in the car 
top that states “Attention elevator mechanic handrail on elevator car top has low overhead when 
in the extended position”.  Tom Corso seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

VII. VARIANCE REQUEST FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH-BLUE SPRINGS 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow this residential unit to remain. This location is 
requesting a variance to allow a closed door to remain in hoistway. This location is requesting a 
variance to allow use of a door latch with a key pad in place of using the key switch. State ID: 
8114. 
 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in the 
church. The elevator must be annually inspected. If the occupancy changes at this location the 
variance is null and void. Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance to allow use of a door latch with a key pad in place 
of using the key switch. Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Wilson Winn motioned to deny the variance to allow the closet door to remain in the hoistway. 
Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

VIII. VARAINCE REQUEST FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH-BUTLER 
 
The location is requesting a variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in the church. 
State ID: 17792. 
 
Bob Kocher motioned to grant the variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in the 
church. The elevator must be annually inspected. If the occupancy changes at this location the 
variance is null and void.  Suzan Mehalko seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
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IX. VARIANCE REQUEST HOTEL IGNACIO 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the current designed configuration on this 
elevator, with the reduced clearance on hoistway door. This location is requesting a variance to 
allow 5’5” high vertical clearance for the pit access door in the elevator hoistway. This location is 
requesting a variance to allow a vertical ladder for access to the elevator control room. State ID: 
20476. 
 
Michele Ohmes motioned to grant the variance to allow the current designed configuration on 
this elevator, with the reduced clearance on hoistway door with the following stipulation; make a 
sign showing handicap accessible elevator (using arrows) to the handicap accessible elevator. 
Wilson Winn seconded the motion. Bob Kocher abstained. Motion passed. 

 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance to allow the 5’5” high vertical clearance for the pit 
access door in the elevator hoistway with the following stipulation; add signage “Caution low 
overhead” posted on the pit access door. Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion. Bob Kocher 
abstained. Motion passed. 

 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance to allow a vertical ladder for access to the elevator 
control room. Tom Corso seconded the motion.  Bob Kocher abstained. Motion passed. 
 

X. VARIANCE REQUEST MILLENNIUM CENTER 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the telephone equipment and wiring to remain the 
machine room. State ID: 15066. 
 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance to allow the telephone equipment and wiring to 
remain in the machine room. No additional equipment or wiring can be added to the machine 
room or this variance is null and void. Bob Kocher seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

XI. VARIANCE REQUEST NESTLE PURINA 
 

The location is request a variance to allow the installation with 8 mm ropes on these two units. 
State ID: 20620 & 20621. 
 
Tom Corso motioned to grant the variance. John Orr seconded the motion.  Randy Cole voted 
“Nay”. Motion passed. 
 
 

XII. VARIANCE REQUEST NEVADA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 
 

The location is requesting a variance for an extension to replace the single bottom jack.  State 
ID: 7768. 
 
The Elevator Safety Board tabled the variance until June 29, 2011 Elevator Safety Board 
meeting.  The Elevator Safety Board tabled the variance for additional information concerning 
why the extra inspections were done and why this location hasn’t asked for a variance before 
this year. 
 

XIII. VARIANCE REQUEST PARKWAY PARTNERSHIP 
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The location is requesting a variance to allow a drain pipe to remain in the hoistway.  State ID: 
16590 & 16591. 
 
Wilson Winn motioned granted the variance to allow the drain pipe to remain in the hoistway. No 
additional pipes, wiring or equipment can be added to the hoistway or this variance will be null 
and void. Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

XIV. VARIANCE REQUEST PORTA-FAB CORPORATION 
 

The location is requesting a variance for an extension to replace the single bottom jack. State 
ID: 10907. 
 
Michele Ohmes motioned to granted a one year extension to replace the single bottom jack with 
the following stipulations; have a full pressure test done every 6 months witnessed by a State 
Licensed Inspector, monitor the oil monthly.  Failure to comply with the stipulations will nullify 
this variance. Suzan Mehalko seconded the motion.   Motion passed unanimously. 
 

XV. VARIANCE REQUEST POWER PLANT CITY HOSPITAL 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the installation with 8 mm hoist ropes and 6 mm 
governor ropes. State ID: 20667. 
 
Gerri Kielhofner motioned to grant the variance. Tom Corso seconded the motion.  Randy Cole 
voted “Nay”. Motion passed. 
 

XVI. VARIANCE REQUEST RISING STAR MISSIONARY CHURCH 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow a residential elevator to remain in the church.  
State ID: 13780. 
 
Michele Ohmes granted the variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in the church. 
The elevator must be annually inspected. If the occupancy changes at this location the variance 
is null and void. Suzan Mehalko seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

XVII. VARIANCE REQUEST SIKESTON POWER STATION 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the telephone box to remain in the machine room.  
State ID: 3875. 
 
Tom Corso motioned to grant the variance to allow the telephone box to remain in the machine 
room. No additional equipment or wiring can be added to the machine room or this variance is 
null and void. Bob Kocher seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

XVIII. VARIANCE REQUEST STATE OF MO-JEFFERSON BLDG 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow repeater equipment to be added to the elevator 
machine room.  State ID: 892, 893, 894, 895, 896, 897. 
 
Tom Corso motioned to grant the variance to allow the equipment racks to house a Motorola 
GTR8000 series 700 MHz radio repeater equipment to be added to the elevator machine room.  
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No additional pipes, wiring, or equipment can be added or the variance will be null and void. 
John Orr seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

XIX. VARIANCE REQUEST ST LOUIS ART MUSEUM 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow 3 installations with the steel coated belts in lieu of 
hoist ropes.  State ID: 20646, 20656, 20657.  
 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance. John Orr seconded the motion.  Randy Cole voted 
“Nay”. Motion passed. 
 

XX. VARIANCE REQUEST TNC COMMUNITY 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in this building.  
State ID’s: 20645. 
 
Tom Corso motioned to grant the variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in the 
commercial building. The elevator must be annually inspected. If the occupancy changes at this 
location the variance is null and void. Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion.  Suzan Mehalko 
voted “Nay”. Motion passed. 
 
The Board agreed to allow a one year variance with the following stipulations; monitor the oil 
monthly, have full pressure test done every 6 months witnessed by a State Licensed Inspector. 

  
 
XXI. VARIANCE REQUEST WILLIAM C HARRIS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
The location is requesting a variance to allow the installation of the life jacket with a reduced 
buffer stroke of ½”. State ID: 17084. 
 
Gerri Kielhofner motioned to grant the variance. Wilson Winn seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

XXII. VARIANCE REQUEST WORTH COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the machine room to remain that does not have 
clear headroom of 7 feet.  State ID: 859 
 
Wilson Winn motioned to grant the variance to allow the machine room to remain that does not 
have a clearance of 7’ with the following stipulations; post signage on the machine room door 
“Low Overhead”. Failure to comply with the stipulations will nullify this variance. Tom Corso 
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

XXIII. VARIANCE REQUEST CALDWELL COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
 

The location is requesting a variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in the 
commercial building. State ID: 19330. 
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The Elevator Safety Board tabled this variance request. The Elevator Safety Board requested 
the phone in the car to be operational, the windows in the hoistway must be guarded and the 
Board had concerns about the Freon lines in the hoistway.  

 
XXIV. VARIANCE REQUEST CARMELITE MONASTERY 
 

This location is requesting a variance not to install a telephone in the elevator.  State ID: 19630. 
 
John Orr motioned to grant the variance  to allow this residential elevator to remain in a 
commercial building with the following stipulations; the alarm bell has a battery backup and this 
unit must be annually inspected by a State Licensed Inspector, if there is a change in 
occupancy in this building this variance is null and void. Failure to comply with the stipulations 
will nullify this variance. Tom Corso seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 

XXV. VARINACE REQUEST REGIONS BANK – ST LOUIS 
 

Variance request withdrawn 
 

XXVI. VARIANCE REQUEST ICL PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 
 
The location is requesting a variance to allow the existing machine room to remain as originally 
built.  State ID: 4417. 
 
John Orr motioned to grant the variance. Gerri Kielhofner seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
XXVII. VARIANCE REQUEST LEMAY PLACE CONDO’S 

 
The location is requesting a variance to allow the residential elevator to remain in a commercial 
building.  State ID: 16919 & 18925. 
 
Bob Kocher motioned to grant the variance to allow the residential elevators to remain in the 
commercial buildings with the following stipulations; this unit must be annually inspected by a 
State Licensed Inspector, if there is a change in occupancy in this building this variance is null 
and void. Failure to comply with the stipulations will nullify this variance.  Tom Corso seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

XXVIII. INSPECTOR LICENSE 
 
Robert Zelle- John Orr motioned to approve the application. Michele Ohmes seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Frank Mansfield- John Orr motioned to approve the application. Bob Kocher seconded the 
motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Daniel Swaim- Suzan Mehalko motioned to approve the application. John Orr seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Carl Wiseman- John Orr motioned to suspend this inspector’s license permanently. Suzan 
Mehalko seconded the motion.  Wilson Winn abstained to the vote. Motion passed. 
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XXIX. CHIEF’S REPORT 
 
The Board reviewed money collected within the Elevator Safety Unit. 
 
Larry Watson introduced the new State Licensed Inspector Robin French. 
 
The Board tentatively scheduled the next board meeting for June 29, 2011. 
 
 
MEETING ADJORNED AT 2:00 PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


